Seattle:
Transportation

KAREN : We probably drive less on a commute.  Although I’m always surprised there’s better public transport0ation here.  I guess I’m comparing it not to MN, but there’s terrible public transportation there.  But like in Washington DC or Chicago, there’s just these massive transit systems. 

ISAAC : Yeah, even Minneapolis though has like a light rail in place.  And Seattle, we’ve been here for three years and it still isn’t in place. 

Kaichen: I think the metro transportation is not convenient enough. It is hard to reach anywhere, but in Taipei it is convenient to go anywhere. You can take the bus or subway to where you want to go.
Chloe: And until midnight.
Homeless

But the other thing I thought of when you brought up downtown is the homeless people here.  And I’ve lived in Washington DC where there’s a very large homeless population, and in Chicago where there’s also.  But in both of those cities, the homeless are very friendly and nice. Especially in Washington DC, it’s like, it’s like the nicest homeless people you’ve ever met.  Which seems very strange, but especially around the capital, I mean, you know.  But here the homeless people are absolutely mean.  I’ve seen people, I’ve actually seen a homeless person pee on somebody!  Which is so, disgusting, but and this is like several, like three times I’ve seen images of…peeing in public!  

Weather

‘The weathers funny, you have two season, rain and no rain.’

One thing that we did kind of discover at least for a while, we haven’t recently, because the weather is more mild here, we can use our grill at home to grill meats year round.  And so back in MN we either fried em in a skillet which really isn’t that different, but it’s not quite as healthy, or we didn’t do it as often.  But our version of healthy is to eat a fair amount of lean protein, meats.  So yes, I guess Seattle allows for that.
The people here are laid back and chill, most the time.  Coffee, Same clothes, North face, Laptops, Affluence.  Not a lot of drive.
KAREN : And run down

ISAAC : Run down.  Some are pretty nice.  Some are run down.  But there are a decent amount of run down houses so there’s lower income.  At least I would think that, you know, if you had the money, you would do something with your house.  

Okay, now I don’t know if I could actually draw this, but berkenstocks, cargo khakis, with some sort of North Face fleece, a coffee, and a ball cap.
‘Seattlites need a reason to dress up…  If you’re not from here you dress up to go outside.’

‘You can get the internet everywhere here.  You can get the internet in a subway car in a tunnel.’  ‘The south is so far behind.’  

‘It’s way easier to be healthier in seattle, those Sunday dinners that are only legend out here really do happen…  it’s a lot of food, fried grease on shortening and more meat and cheese.’

‘I go back to the south every now and again and the first thing I hear is “why do you talk so proper?”’

‘Seattle is way more eco-friendly’

‘In the south it’s really clear cut, you have black, you have white and maybe a few asains.  Here you have black, white, Indian, asain, you have the whole experience.’

ISAAC :  It’s very transitional neighborhood. 

KAREN : With a diverse population.

ISAAC : There’s a lot of new construction, and bringing in, you know, townhomes, which are primarily a younger couple’s…And then you know there’s a lot of older houses, that are usually like older

Two are owned by Asians.  Three by white people.  (Karen laughing.)

KAREN : I’m sorry, it’s just funny the way you said it!  Okay, delete that part.  

ISAAC : Well, the neighbors across the street are Mexican.  Neighbors down the street are black. 

‘Seattle is a great place to raise kids, if you have them… I don’t - OK night life.’
‘Drivers… Or lack thereof’
ISAAC : (laughing) They’re too patient, and too annoying.  And too…they’re not assertive enough.  They don’t wanna take their right of way.  They want to stop and let the person taking the left turn coming at them, rather than just go.  It’s their right of way.  

my biggest problem with the drivers in Seattle is that you drive in the rain : all the time.  But for some reason when it rains it’s like nobody knows how to drive in it.  So part of me thinks “Wouldn’t you figure this out after a time?”
